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them listened with horror and amazement while the Crown
Prince criticized his Royal father. Standing beside him, the
Crown Princess gazed triumphantly over her huge bouquet
at the breathless audience.

The story was all round Danzig within the hour. That
night the telegraph flashed it to Berlin. The newspaper
stories were garbled and exaggerated.

There can be no doubt as to the part the Princess played
in the drama. ' I did all I could to induce Fritz to do so/
she told her mother exultantly in her letter of the 8th,e know-
ing how necessary it was that he should once express his
sentiments openly and disclaim having any part in the last
measures of the Government/

Her fighting spirit was up. She wrote in a haze of righteous
indignation as she recounted the consequences. She was a
little sorry for poor Fritz, who was falling into one of the
black fits of despair for which he was celebrated among his
friends, and before long she was going to be sorry for herself.
A ferocious letter had come from the King. He had treated
Fritz like a naughty boy. It was humiliating. After blasting
him for his disobedience, his father had demanded that he
instantly retract his words by public announcement in every
newspaper. If he did not do this he would be recalled. He
must resign his military appointments, all his offices and bis
place on the Council. Other dire penalties, such as banish-
ment, were threatened.

That the King had not dealt more summarily with his
son from the start was thanks to Bismarck. It was the
moment to walk cunningly. All Prussia knew of the Crown
Prince's speech. Probably half Prussia secretly sympathized
with him. The martyrdom of the Crown Prince and Princess
offered the most dreaded possibilities. Nothing would
better further the wavering cause of Liberalism. So Bis-
marck thought of his Bible. Out of his childhood memories
he fished up the perfect text.

' Deal tenderly with the boy Absalom/ he quoted
sardonically to the enraged patriarch.

The Crown Prince was to be scolded like a child.  The